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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on July 17, 2003. Claims 1-51 are 
pending. Claims 1-51 represent Event based communication system. 

2. Acknowledgment is made to the applicant's submission of Information Disclosure 
Statement, filed 02/25/2004. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 27 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 27 recites "claims 
25 and 26." The dependency of claim 27 on both claims 25 and 26 is improper. Examiner will 
examine claim 27 as depending from the single claim, claim 25. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-11, 13-46 and 50-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hancock. 

As per claim 1, Hancock teaches an event-based communication system comprising: a 
computer-based server, said server running a server application of said communication system; a 
plurality of electronic devices communicating with said server (members); and a database 
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(intelligent database) residing on said server, said database comprising at least pictures of 
subscribers to said communication system, information regarding events, and cross-correlation 
between said events and participants in said events from among said subscribers (Diagram 4 of 
9, Procedure), wherein said electronic devices communicate with said server application 
regarding a specific event, for updating and retrieving said database information of said specific 
event, or for updating and retrieving therefrom information (subscriber/user personal profile) 
regarding one or more participants in said specific event (Section 4.3, The location field), said 
information regarding participants comprising at least pictures or video-clips (Section 4.2 and 
Diagram 9, [PHOTO]) (Abstract, Page 2, 6). 

As per claims 2-6, Hancock teaches the event-based communication system wherein at 
least one said events is virtual; said electronic devices comprise wireless devices; electronic 
devices comprise at least one computer running a client application of said communication 
system; said information regarding subscribers comprises personal identification data and contact 
data (PNS profiles)(Abstract, Page 2). 

As per claims 6-8, Hancock teaches wherein said client application comprises sending 
commands to said server; wherein said commands prompt said server to manipulate said 
database; and wherein said client application comprises sending queries to said server and 
receiving replies from said server (Page 2, where the command is changeable location field in 
the database, Section 4.1 Infrastructure). 

As per claim 9, Hancock teaches wherein said electronic devices comprise at least one 
Contact Center, communicating with said server, said Contact Center comprising at least input 
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means for entering identification data into said server (contact center is functionally equivalent 
to the computer stations set up peripherally with the venue, Page 2 and Page 3, where 
members can input Location information as part of identification data). 

As per claim 10, Hancock teaches wherein said input means comprise one of a barcode 
reader and a magnetic-card reader (Page 2, Section 4.1 and Abstract). 

As per claim 11, Hancock teaches wherein said Contact Center additionally comprises a 
computer-based system running a Contact Center application (Page 2). 

As per claims 13-14, Hancock teaches wherein said input means additionally comprise 
input means for entering queries into said Contact Center application, and wherein said Contact 
Center application comprises means for sending said queries to said server and receiving 
responses to said queries from said server and wherein said responses comprise at least one of 
textual responses, pictures and video-clips (Page 6, Summary and Abstract). 

As per claim 15, Hancock teaches a method of enabling communication with a person 
attending an specific event, the method comprising the steps of: providing an event-based 
communication system comprising a computer-based server, said server running a server 
software application of said communication system, said server additionally comprising a 
database residing on said server, said database comprising at least information regarding 
subscribers to said communication system, information regarding events, and cross-correlation 
between said events and participants in said events from among said subscribers, said server 
communicating with at least one electronic device, wherein said communication with said at 
least one electronic device comprises communication regarding said specific event, for updating 
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said database information of said specific event, or for retrieving therefrom information 
regarding one or more participants in said specific event, said information. regarding participants 
comprising at least pictures or video-clips; and receiving present location information of at least 
one said subscribers (Diagram 9, [PHOTO]) (Abstract, Page 2,3 and 6). 

As per claim 16, Hancock teaches wherein said receiving present location information 
comprises receiving automatic location information from a GPS, wireless or Bluetooth device 
(Page 2, Sections 3.2 and 4.1). 

As per claim 17, Hancock teaches, wherein said receiving present location information 
comprises receiving an MMS message or an SMS message indicating said location (Abstract, 
Page 5 Line 13). 

As per claim 18, claim 18 lists all of the same elements as claim 2, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 2 applies equally 
as well to claim 18. 

As per claim 19, claim 19 lists all of the same elements as claim 3, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 3 applies equally 
as well to claim 19. 

As per claim 20, claim 20 lists all of the same elements as claim 4, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 4 applies equally 
as well to claim 20. 
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As per claim 21, claim 21 lists all of the same elements as claim 5, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 5 applies equally 
as well to claim 21. 

As per claim 22, claim 22 lists all of the same elements as claim 6, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 6 applies equally 
as well to claim 22. 

As per claim 23-26, Hancock teaches wherein said communication with said at least one 
electronic device comprises receiving queries from said electronic device and sending replies to 
said electronic device (Page 2, where the command is changeable location field in the 
database, Section 4.1 Infrastructure); said replies comprise at least one of text, picture and 
video-clip; said communication with said at least one electronic device additionally comprises 
receiving a further communication from said electronic device, following said step of sending a 
reply; said received further communication to said person attending said specific event 
(Abstract, page 2,3, and 6). 

As per claim 27, Hancock teaches method of either of claims 25 and 26, wherein said 
further communication comprises a MMS message (Abstract, Page 5 Line 13). 

As per claim 28, claim 28 lists all of the same elements as claim 9, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 9 applies equally 
as well to claim 28. 
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As per claim 29, claim 29 lists all of the same elements as claim 1 1, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 9 applies equally 
as well to claim 11. 

As per claim 30, claim 30 lists all of the same elements as claim 10, but in method rather 
than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 10 applies equally 
as well to claim 30. 

As per claim 31, Hancock teaches receiving present location information comprises 
using said input means for reading said present location information (Page 3). 

As per claims 32-34, claims 32-34 lists all of the same elements as claims 12-14, but in 
method rather than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claims 12- 
14 applies equally as well to claims 32-34. 

As per claim 35, X teaches method of contacting a person attending an event, the method 
comprising the steps of: providing an event-based communication system comprising a 
computer-based server, said server running a server software application of said communication 
system, said server additionally comprising a database residing on said server, said database 
comprising at least information regarding subscribers to said communication system, said 
information about subscribers comprising at least pictures or video-clips, information regarding 
events, and cross-correlation between said events and participants in said events from among 
said subscribers; providing a Contact Center in the location of said event and at the time of said 
event, said Contact Center comprising at least a computer with Internet access, a Contact Center 
software application and input means for entering identification data into said Contact Center 
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software application; and using said input means of said Contact Center application for 
communicating with said server (Diagram 9, [PHOTO]) (Abstract, Page 2,3 and 6; contact 
center is functionally equivalent to the computer stations set up peripherally with the 
venue, Page 2 and Page 3, where members can input Location information as part of 
identification data). 

As per claims 36 and 37, claims 36 and 37 lists all the same.elements of claims 10 and 
12, but in method rather than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to 
claims 10 and 12 applies equally as well to claims 36 and 37. 

As per claims 38 and 39, claims 38 and 39 lists all the same elements of claim 13 but in 
method rather than system form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claims 13 
applies equally as well to claims 38 and 39. 

As per claim 40, Hancock teaches additionally comprising the step of sending a 
command to said Contact Center application, following said receiving a response (Abstract, 
Page 2, 3, and 6). 

As per claims 41-43, Hancock teaches the step of contacting said person attending said 
event, following said receiving a response; wherein said query comprises requesting a list of said 
subscribers attending said event and wherein said response comprises said list of said subscribers 
attending said event; and wherein said query comprises requesting the pictures of said 
subscribers attending said event and wherein said response comprises said pictures of said 
subscribers attending said event (Abstract, Page 2, 3, and 6). 
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As per claim 44, Hancock teaches Contact Center for communicating between people 
attending an event and a location-based contact server, said server comprising a database, said 
Contact Center comprising: a computer-based system with Internet access; and a Contact Center 
software application running on said computer, said software application enabling said people 
attending said event to send queries to said server and receive responses from said server, said 
queries and responses relating to other people attending said event (Abstract, Page 2, 3, and 6). 

As per claims 45-46, Hancock teaches wherein said software application additionally 
enables said people attending said event to send commands to said server and wherein said 
commands prompt said server to manipulate said database (Abstract, Page 2, 3 and 6). , 

As per claim 50, Hancock teaches method of identifying a person previously located in 
at least one of a series of locations, the method comprising the steps of: providing an event-based 
communication system comprising a computer-based server, said server running a server 
software application of said communication system, said server additionally comprising a 
database residing on said server, said database comprising at least information regarding 
subscribers to said communication system, said information about subscribers comprising at least 
information regarding events, and cross-correlation between said events and participants in said 
events from among said subscribers; providing at least one electronic location device in 
communication with said server; using said at least one electronic location device to transmit a 
starting present location to said server; and further using said at least one location device to 
transmit a subsequent series of locations to said server(Abstract, Page 2, 3, and 6). 
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As per claim 51, Hancock teaches additionally comprising the steps of: sending a query 
to said server regarding people present in at least one of said series of locations at the time said 
location was transmitted (Page 3, Location Field) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 12 and 47-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hancock in view of Pena (U.S. Patent No. 6,704,039). 

As per claim 12, Hancock discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, 
Hancock does not explicitly teach wherein said Contact Center additionally comprises at least 
one of a digital camera, and a printer. 

Pena teaches wherein said Contact Center additionally comprises at least one of a digital 
camera, and a printer (col. 6, lines 38-67 and col. 7, lines 30-40). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporate Hancock's teachings to the teachings of 
Pena, for the purpose of allowing "visual communication [for subscribers]," (col. 6, lines 38-67). 
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As per claims 47-49, Hancock-Pena teach additionally comprising a digital camera 
controlled by said computer; wherein said software application additionally enables said people 
attending said event to use said digital camera for taking their own picture and wherein said 
pictures are transferred by said Contact Center to said database; and additionally comprising a 
printer controlled by said computer (Pena: col. 6, lines 38-67 and col. 7, lines 30-40). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joiya Cloud whose telephone number is 571-270-1 146. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday from on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3922. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



William J. Vaughn 



JMC 
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